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For Friends’ Review. 


A DAY AMONG THE KANSAS REFUGEES. 


Having shared in the general interest 
awakened by the graphic recitals and urgent 
appeals of our friends Elizabeth L. Com- 
stock and Laura 8. Haviland, on behalf of 
the colored refugees in Kansas, we availed 
ourselves of the opportunity afforded by a 
Visit to that State, in the Tenth month last, 
tospend a day at Topeka among them. 

tiving from the railroad station of the 
Atchison and Santa Fe road, across the 
bridge, into North Topeka, where the head- 
quarters of the Kansas Freedmen’s Relief 
sociation are located, we came upon their 
Mission and store-house—a large frame 
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building, well adapted to its purpose. One 
side is occupied with offices and household 
rooms, the other divided off into apartments 
for receiving, storing and distributing the 
clothing and other supplies, as they come 
from the cars. 

Good order and system seemed to per- 
vade all these arrangements. As the boxes 
arrive they are opened, the contents as- 
sorted and registered, some placed upon the 
shelves for distribution, some repacked for 
shipment to one of the other relief stations 
in Kansas—according to the reports of their 
most pressing needs. The matron told us, 
thankfully, of the recent receipt of a carload 
of clothing from Chicago, at a time when 
their shelves were empty, and when a fresh 
arrival of destitute refugees made it espe- 
cially acceptable. This supply, however, 
would soon be exhausted, they told us, under 
the continual demands. 

The distribution is not made without care- 
ful discrimination ; the applicants presenting 
themselves at a counter, having been first 
provided with tickets by the Inspector of the 
Association, who had examined their claims, 
and specified the supplies which they were 
entitled to. The matron told us that the 
vegetables used in the mission family were 
mostly furnished, at the time we were there, 
by those who had received aid in the way of 
clothing, and who thus made such return as 
they were able to do. 

John Brown, the General Superintendent 
of the Association, a colored man of unusual 
cultivation and executive ability, accom- 
panied us in our inspection of the “barracks,” 
and in a drive through the quarters of the 
refugees, in and around the city, which oc- 
cupied parts of two days. 

We were favorably impressed with his 
earnestness and devotion to the cause of his 
brethren at the South; and with his efforts 
to elevate and assist to an independent po- 
sition those who had come under his care, 
We learned from him, as well as from the 
other officers, that this great movement of 
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the colored people from their Southern 
homes, was not initiated, and has not been 
encouraged, by the Kansas Association ; 
which from the first confined its efforts to 
the necessary relief and provision for the 
absolute wants, and the after independence, 
of the refugees arriving within their bor- 
ders. We were confirmed in the judgment 
which they expressed to us, that these poor 
people had seemed to follow the leading of 
the Lord; and without much human advice 
or assistance, but with a certain divine in- 
stinct, “ having no guide, overseer or ruler,” 
they had found their way into Kansas, where 
the hearts of the Governor and of the people 
were gradually prepared to receive them, 
until now they are welcomed into the State, 
even by those who looked coldly upon them 
at first. 

We saw that the aid extended to them in 
all the departments of the Association was 
strictly provisional in its character; just a 
hand of kindness, as it were, reached forth 
to set them upon their feet—to help each 
one to help himself. We realized, from the 
daily arrivals even while we were there, 
how necessary this aid has been, and how 
many must have been rescued from death by 
starvation and exposure, through its timely 
exercise. Yet we saw that the recipients 
were not permitted to settle down into a 
state of chronic pauperism, but that their 
condition was one of continual improvement 
under the watchful care and protection of 
the Association. 

We were especially impressed with this 
fact, in driving through their various settle- 
ments in the suburbs of Topeka; “ Little- 
town,” “ Redville ” on the north side; Ten- 


nessee-town and others on the south side of. 


the river. 

Tracts of land had been carefully secured, 
divided into house-lots and sold at cost to the 
refugees. On these they had erected small 
frame houses within the past year, some, it 
is true, as yet hardly more than mere shel- 
ters, others evincing some skill in their con- 
struction, and even the simplest having an 
air of home-like comfort about them. ‘ Ten- 
nessee-town,” a settlement commenced eight- 
een months: ago, is really a thriving place, 
now quite self-supporting. 

Topeka, the capital of Kansas, is a city of 
rapid growth and Western enterprise ; new 
buildings were going up on every side, and 
its streets were astir with life. As we rode 
through them, the colored people seemed all 
to he busy, Some working on the buildings, 
some hauling boards, others digging sand; 
we observed no idlers. Some extraordinary 
eases of thrift and industry were pointed 
out to us. 

‘Do you see that colored man standing 
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there at the corner, superintending the ere. 
tion of that brick building?” said our ‘rieng 
Jobn Brown to us. ‘ Eighteen months 
he came here a refugee, but gradually work. 
ed into the business of supplying his people 
with groceries and provisions at fair rates, 
He was honest and energetic, and secured g 
large trade among them. And now he js 
putting up that corner building himself, to 
open with the New Year a commodious gro. 
cery and provision store.” 

So on another street, he pointed out, 
colored man, busily at work in the erection 
of the third house of a row of small, two. 
story brick buildings. This man, after event. 
fal experiences at the South, had reached 
Kansas destitute. He started a little Tem. 
perance restaurant and lodging house, and 
has since that time built, mostly with his 
own hands, these three houses which he now 
owns. 

John Brown told us that the vote of these 
refugees would be “ cast solid ” for the Pro- 
hibition Amendment, at the coming election 
in Kansas, (now happily over), and that, 
appreciating the importance of their vote, 
the liquor men had placed a sum of money 
in the bands of an agent to buy it ; but the 
whole amount was returned to his princi- 
pals, with the report that not a colored vote 
was in the market to be sold or bought. 

The next morning we walked out to the 
“ Barracks,” a group of five wooden build. 
ings erected around a kind of square o 
court-yard, by the Association, as a tempor- 
ary shelter for the refugees on their first 
arrival. During the winter of 1879-80 these 
quarters were crowded, and rations were 
daily issued to the destitute ; but now those 
who lodge here are expected to go out each 
day and get “jobs of work,” and so provide 
their own food and that of their families 
As we passed through we saw farmers ne 
gotiating with groups of these lodgers to 
engage in their service. 

The Barracks are divided into compart 
ments, each containing eight double bunks 
and a cooking stove, so that on arrival the 
refugees have conveniences for sleeping aud 
preparing their food. The buildings are-well 
drained, ventilated and neatly whitewashed; 
and the space of ground which they inclose 
is carefully kept clean. 

We passed from one compartment to al 
other, and were deeply impressed in ol 
conversations with their inmates, by th 
cheerfulness with which these poor exile 
face their great hardships, aud the faith 
with which they leave the future to the 
Lord; as well as the gentleness with whith 
they would bury the unspeakable eorrows o 
the past. Only in response to our sympathetlt 
inquiries did any of them allude to thes 
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ferings they had endured, and not a word of 
complaint or of solicitation did we hear; but 
their simple recitals and the facts of their 
condition were appeals more touching than 
any importunity could have been. 

“T can tote as much on my head as others 
can on their shoulder,” said “ Aunt Harriet” 
cheerfully, as she stood before us, her strong 
frame bent, not from natural deformity, but 
from a spine broken in her early womanhood 
by a blow from the heavy heel of an angry 
mistress. There was no trace of bitterness 
on the kindly black face as she added, ‘‘ God 
forgave and God forgot it, and why should 
not 1?” She then went on to tell how her 
hands tended that missus on her dying bed, 
and that in response to their united prayers, 
she died in hope of mercy at the last. 

In one of the first compartments we found, 
among ® group around the stove, a fine- 
‘looking blind man and his wife. He did 
not seem to notice our entrance nor to rouse 
from his abstraction while his wife told us 
the story of their wrongs—a story which is 
almost too sad to repeat. Having under- 


taken a suit to redress his own wrongs and | 
those of others in the settlement of wages, 
the testimony he had given was so clear thut 
he won the verdict in their favor; but on his 
way home from the court he was waylaid, 
shot in the face, destroying his sight and 


touching his brain ; so that he who had been 
a stalwart, vigorous man—a ‘* No. 1 man,”’| 
as she expressed it—was brought back to 
her a hopeless, helpless wreck for life. 

Then she told us of the long sickness, and 
how his strength and life slowly returned, 
but his sight was gone ; and how finally they 
gathered up their portable effects, and with 
$1.60 started for their lives away from that 
dark neighborhood. 

“But how did you get up here on a dollar 
and sixty cents?” we asked. 

“Oh, we washed our way up. Pretty 
hard sometimes” —‘‘But not when we crossed 
the river, there was heaps of washing then, 
and we got along fust rate.” 

“Heaps of washing,” echoed a bright- 
eyed colored woman on the other side of the 
stove, who had been listening attentively. 
They seemed to recall this asa pleasing part 
of their experience. 

During all this recital the husband had 
maintained his appearance of apathetic in- 
difference, sitting erect and unmoved. 

But when, before leaving, one of us asked, 
“Does he love the Lord Jesus, is his Saviour 
with him in his darkness?” @ wondrous 
transformation passed like a gleam of light 
Over the vacant, bullet-scarred face, and it 
kindled into glowing animation. Leaning 
forward, and turning his head from side to 
side, he asked eagerly, 


“ What’s dat you’s all talkin’ about ? 
What’s dat you say, does I love de Lord 
Jesus—does [ know my Saviour?’”? Then 
with sightless eyes uplifted, be continued. 
“O my Lord, He is all my joy and glory 
and my triumph now!” His whole beart 
seemed overflowing with praises to His 
pame. 

“You’s started him up and he’ll go on 
now,’’ said his wife as we left, after telling 
him of the land not very far off where his 
eyes should see ‘the King in His beauty,” 
even as in rapture he seemed to see Him now. 

We found representatives from many dif- 
ferent sections of the South as we passed 
from one barrack to another; Georgia, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas and 
Tennessee. 

On the sunny side of the buildings stood 
some who had just arrived. Among them 
two little boys, clad literally in rags, sent 
forward by their poor mother with some old 
people from Kansas City by the cars, while 
she was toiling over the same route on foot. 
We were told that some parties walked the 
whole distance from the Gulf States, taking 
a year on the journey; ‘‘ working and scuf- 
fling’’ their way through to Kansas and 
freedom. 

Thetattered garments of these new comers, 
hardly holding together, made us renewedly 
thankful for the decent clothing ready and 
waiting for them at the Mission House. 

Another group from Mississippi gave us a 
wonderful account of the Lord's interposi- 
tion on their behalf. Their tale was the 
same; of robbery and oppression, the long 
years of toil, the disappointed hope of any 
return, all swallowed up by charges against 
them ; their final resolve to leave everything 
they could not bring away, and come North 
for life. 

They drew a vivid picture of the colored 
people collecting together with their boxes 
and bundles, two horses and a wagon and a 
few cows, waiting to embark on the Missis- 
sippi River steamer ; of a body of horsemen, 
‘‘gemmen whom we never had seed berore,”’ 
who gathered in ominous silence around 
them, snd at whose dictation the captain of 
the regular steamer had swung off, without 
taking them on board. ‘‘But the Lord 
helped us, just as we give up,” they said, 
and anew Ohio steamer which had never 
stopped before came by and took them all 
on board, defying the threats of the “ gem- 
men on horseback,” and they were saved. 

We had held a meeting with some of the 
refugees in one of their churches the evening 
before; but at the close of our visit to the 
Barracks we invited those who were there to 
an open-air meeting in the court yard. A 
motley company indeed gathered in the 
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warm, bright autumn sunshine, old and 


young, the halt, the maimed and the blind 
were among them. Every man reverently 
bared his head as he stood ; and as they were 
reminded of that heavenly home where “the 
wicked cease from troubling and the weary 
are at rest,’’ where there shall be no hunger 
or thirst or sorrow—the tears stole down 
their cheeks, and sobs and ejaculations of 
praise, and hearty nods of assent, told of 
their sympathy and appreciatiun. 

And when, at last, we knelt down on the 
bare ground, in a double circle as they all 
kneeled around us, we felt indeed that the 
Lord Jesus was in our midst; and that in 
His dear name living petitions ascended ac- 
ceptably to.our Father in heaven fora bless- 
ing upon us all. 

As we rose from our knees, '‘ Uncle Pete” 
(a leader among them) gave out, line by line, 
from memory, a hymn, which the little com- 
pany of. worshippers assembled from so 
many different sections of the South, most 
of them for the first and probably the 
last time together, caught up with wondrous 
accuracy and sang with real pathos and 
sweetness. 

And what was the theme which these 
poor refugees selected for their parting 
melody —exiles from their home and friends, 
down-trodden and bereft of everything but 
the dires. necessities of this life and the 
bright hope of the life to come? 

Was it an invocation of judgment on their 
oppressors, like the mighty sonnet of Milton, 
calling on the Lord to ‘avenge His slaugh- 
tered saints?” Was it a ‘“doleful sound 
from the tombs” which they mournfully 
echoed ? 


*¢ Come ye that love the Lord 

And let your joys be known” 
were the first lines of their cheerful song of 
praise; and the last words that died away 
on the soft autumn wind were 


* Religion sure was never meant 
To make our pleasures less ;”’ 
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robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb.” T. anv M. §. K 
Richmond Hill, L. [., Twelfth mo. 18th, 1880, 


————. «go 


JOHN M. WHITALL. 
‘Continued from page 324). 
To a Friend, 1st month, 1867, 
“In relation to a more inward acquaintance 
with our Heavenly Father, I find it my place 
to call the attention of my friends to the fact 
that if we draw nigh to God He will dray 
nigh to us, and that what may be known of 
Him tous individually, is revealed within, and 
that there we are to look for and know the 
Lord for ourselves, and then shall we haye 
bread in our own houses, and shall under. 
stand the meaning of our Lord, ‘The kingdom 
of God cometh not with observation, neither 
shall ye say, Lo here! or Lo there! for the 
kingdom of God is within you.’ ” 


Tenth mo. 5th, 1872, 
DearEst Hannan :—“ It is a great trial 
to us your being away so far in case of sick. 
ness; but we hope it is all for the best, and 
{that our good Lord will bless the occasion to 
ithe invalid. Whether you go or stay, let us 
| realize that there is no real joy but in the 
smiles of our Saviour, and if favored with 
these, it is no matter where we are, for, ‘with 
a God to guide the way, it is equal joy to 
or stay.’ Therefore, do not fail to seek His 
favor; and I know of no more certain way 
than to daily wait upon Him in the spirit of 
our minds, looking for His appearing there, 
which He undoubtedly will do as we patiently 
persevere and humbly look to Him. Sooner 
shall the sun forget to rise, than that the Lord 
will fail to draw nigh and comfort the wait 
ing soul. Oh, the joys of God’s salvation! 
May we be in earnest to enjoy them. They 
are not far from us, but nigh, very nigh the 
humble soul. ‘Blessed‘are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’” 
His last letter was written Third mo. 8th, 
1874, and closes with these characteristic 
words:—“TIf preachers do not bring their 
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chanted, with swaying forms, to one of their | hearers to an acquaintance with their Lon 
old plantation tunes, that seemed to be un-|and Saviour, it appears to me they spend 
derstood equally by the fugitives from the|their breath for very little purpose. dob 
cane-brakes of Alabama or Mississippi and | says, ‘Acquaint thyself with Him and bes 
from the sugar plantations of Louisiana. | peace,’ and I believe this knowledge is the true 
“Farewell, dear friends and fellow-worship- | and only source of real peace and happiness” 
pers,” we thought as we left them—“ fare-| From this time until his death, in 1877, 
well, till we meet again in that bright happy | failing sight prevented him from writing, but 
home where all will be made right that| by word and life he continned to preach the 
seems so wrong here; farewell till once more|same blessed truths, to which his pen had 
we shall stand together, singing the praises |so often borne witness. 
of our Lord and King, before His great| It may be asked by the readers of the fure 
white throne; with that innumerable com-| going extracts what sort of an outward life 
pany out of every nation and kindred and| resulted from the religious experience there 
tongue and people—who have come out of| described. And the answer can be emphatit 
great tribulation and have washed theirlally given that it would be hard to met 
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vith a happier or a truer man, or with one 
whose every day walk and conversation more 
sbundantly testified to the reality of his in- 
yard conformity to the image of Christ. 

The great simplicity of his trust in the 
lord and the directness of all his dealings 
vith Him, seemed to surround him with an 
atmosphere of peace and rest that was sooth- 
ing to many a troubled soul who came into 
his presence. He possessed that blessed char- 
acteristic of greatness which George MacDon- 
ald calls ‘‘ childness,”’ and which means hav- 
ing the guileless, impulsive, tender, trustful, 
lf forgetting heart of a child. This deliv- 
eed him from the restraints of foolish con 
vettionalities, and gave to the very atmos- 
phere around him a hearty freedom and ease, 
that made every one feel happier and more 
comfortable because of his presence. His 
very hand-shake was a blessing, and seemed 
wmehow to put you in a better humor with 
yourself than you had been before, and to 
make the world brighter. I remember per- 


feetly sometimes, when my childhood’s sky 
vould be all darkened by a heavy, childish 
affliction, how a cheery—‘‘Well, Broadie,” 
from my father, or some little passing joke in. 
his hearty tone of fun, would clear the sky in 
a moment, and make life full of sunshine 
again, Until at last it got to be quite a habit 


with me, whenever I found I was down in the 
depths, to put myself right in his way, with 
the full expectation that somehow he would 
lift me out. 

The secret of this power to cheer and 
brighten lay in the fact that his heart was at 
“leisure from itself.” His Christian faith 
was 80 simple that his soul might truly be 
said to “dwell at ease,” in the presence of the 
Lord, and this inward ease spread outward, 
and made every one else at ease in his pres- 
ence. He believed a Christian ought to be a 
happy man, and he himself was happy. I re- 
member very well one evening he and I had 

n having some sweet religious talk, and 
had afterward beguo to laugh heartily to- 
gether over a piece of his fun, when the re- 
mark was made that we seemed very light 
for Christians, and he turned to me with such 
4 look of joyous confidence, and said so 
cheerily : “Han, if a Christian who knows his 
‘ins are forgiven can’t laugh, I don’t think any- 

ay in the world ought to!” And this 
spirit pervaded his whole Christian life, and 
was the secret, I am sure, of his contagious 
joyousness. So that while there was plenty 
of fun, and often most inconvenient jokes that 
Would set us laughing at exactly the wrong 
times, there was always a most distinct and 

l-pervading sense of the Lord’s presence, 
and of His will as being the spring of every 
word and thought, that made even his jokes an 
influence for good. 

(To be continued.) 
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HOW TO MAKE THE BEST USE OF BIBLE 
CLASSES. 


BY MARY E. BECK, 

Now that Bible teaching, both in America 
and England, has become, in the original 
meaning of the word, a most important kind 
of ministry, exercising influence over un- 
told masses of the rising generation, it is a 
question of no light significance how best to 
use this mighty instrumentality, so as to 
make it most efficient in bringing souls to 
Christ, and in building up and strengthen- 
ing those who have already been brought 
into the fold. In offering a few practical 
hints on this subject, the writer freely ac- 
knowledges her indebtedness to some re- 
marks gathered from one of much experience ; 
and having herself had the privilege of visit- 
ing Bible lands, and of seeing schools in 
which Scriptural instruction was given, in 
the four quarters of the world, she feels that 
it would be almost impossible to overrate 
the importance of the work, to which 80 
many Christians in all parts of the globe 
are dedicating the strength of their life and 
the freshness of their powers. Yet, not- 
withstanding these patient efforts, there are 
many who feel at times painfully sensible 
that no tangible result, proportionate to 
their labors, is apparent, and it is with the 
desire of helping these devoted workers that 
the following suggestions are offered : 

Ist. If you would be a successful teacher 
in the highest sense of the word, you must 
begin at home. Be real and true yourself. 
Open your whole heart to God as a flower 
unfolds to the sun. Let Him search you 
thoroughly, and reveal to you anything 
which is keeping you back from the fulness 
of the blessing in your own soul. Let the 
prayer of your heart be for perfect cleansing 
through the blood of the Lord Jesus, and 
then in confidence say, 

“T accept the full forgiveness 
His atoning death hath won.” 

So, with a soul at peace with God, you 
can give your whole renewed powers to 
work for Him, and the holy rest and joy of 
your spirit shining through your outward 
life, will impart to your very tone and ges- 
ture that most persuasive eloquence which 


will powerfully strengthen your words, for 


where words and life disagree, the most able 
address will lose its effect on the quick eyes 
and true hearts of the young. 

If they see that your religion does not 
make you happy, they will not care for it; 
if they see that you teach them more from 
duty than from love, they will not glow 
with love to you, and your influence is lost ; 
therefore, 
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2d. Love your pupils, and show them 


that you do by the beaming smile, by the 
cordial hand-shake, by the interest shown in 
all that relates to them in their daily life as 
well as in the Bible echool. Come heart to 
heart with them, let them always feel they 
have a friend and confidant in you. This 
was one secret of the power of Christ over 
His disciples before they could understand 
His divine character and work. 

3d. Study the character of your scholars 
individually, now and then taking one aside 
for personal intercourse, inviting, if you can, 
one whose heart is hard to reach, to your 
house to tea, or showing, in some other way, 
your personal interest in his well-being. 

Always remember that “like produces 
like,” and that your manner of treating your 
class will, in all probability, be returned in 
their conduct toward you. Pray for them 
separately, and with them separately, if 
possible, and always treat them, even the 
most unruly, with respect. Show them 
that, for Christ’s sake, you are yearning for 
their souls, and that you are hoping for a 
brighter future for the most unpromising. 
Never give up this hope. A class of very 
rough boys, about to be abandoned in de- 
spair by their ordinary teacher, who felt as 
if he could do no more for them, were won 
back to obedience and order by the tears of 
the young lady who volunteered her ser- 
vices, and touched their hearts by her irre- 
pressible sorrow at the seeming failure of 
her attempts to do them good. 

First and last, let each of your scholars 
feel that your great object is his soul’s sal- 
vation, and that you will not give him up 
till he has decided for Christ. 

And now a few words on the best method 
of teaching the lesson for the day. First, 
give as much time as possible to prepara- 
tion, and let half the time you can command 
for this object be spent in communion with 
God and prayer for the enlightening of His 
Holy Spirit, and for His blessing on the 
class. Do not drive off this time of prepa- 
ration till the evening before you give the 
lesson, but read over the passage daily iu 
the previous week till your mind is filled 
with it, and seek for illustrations in the 
common incidents of life passing around you. 
Boys and girls, and even older people, will 
listen to a story, when they will yawn over 
a discourse, and they will remember it, too, 
and be quick to apply it. Take Christ as 
your model. It is mentioned as characteristic 
of His teaching that ‘ He spake through 
parables.” Many a bard and careless heart, 
riveted by the touching pathos of the 
Prodigal Son, has been led by it to adopt 
the resolution, ‘‘ J will arise and go to my 
Father.” 


In preparing the lesson, first aim at get. 
ting the general sen-e and intent of the pas. 
sage, then read critically every word, and 
new light will spring up unawares. For 
instance, in the parable of the Good Samari. 
tan, where it speaks of going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, the writer would state 
from personal observation that the word 
“down” is literally correct, for the whole 
road is a steep descent, and forcibly illus. 
trates the downward course of the sinner. 

Then read it analytically, referring to the 
Concordance and marginal references to see 


‘its 'earing in connection with other pas- 


sages 

Aim at bringing out the salient points, 
and let these be as it were the foci, (one or 
two at most), towards which all the other 
remarks tend. 

In winding up the lesson, try rather to 
draw these out from your class than to put 
them in, and let the leading idea be repeated 
again and again, till it has 1ound a lodge- 
ment in the memory. 

In order to impress it more firmly, let the 
scholars be asked to look up texts at home 
conveying the same thought, and to bring 
them to you the next week. For instance, 
in the parable of the Prodigal Son. Such 
texts as these will readily present. “The 
Son of Man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.” ‘‘Let the wicked 
forsake his way... . And let him returm 
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon him,” etc., ete. 

Teach so as to reach the intellect, 80 
as to be retained in the memory, but prit- 
cipally so as to affect the heart and emo- 
tions. 

Encourage your class to ask questions, 
and endeavor to excite their curiosity. 
Sometimes it is well not to be too ready 
with an explanation. Let one or other 
among them attempt an answer to a difi- 
culty, and give your own opinion as one of 
themselves, more as a conjecture than a 
authoritatively settling the matter. This is 
especially to be borne in mind when leading 
adult classes. 

Above all, be in earnest to win souls. A 
friend of mine once told me that, when visit- 
ing the great Dr. Chalmers, he pointed t 
the portrait of the devoted Henry Martya, 
which hung in his room, and said, “‘ Lookat 
him; is he not saying, ‘Be earnest, be 
earnest.” 

Speak as if it were to be your last oppor 
tunity. Never let a lesson pass without 
bringing out the reality of sin. (Illustrate 
the fearful consequences of one sin in Moses, 
Achan, David, Ananias, etc.) Then bring 
home personal sin and the personal need of 
a Saviour. 
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Show His willingness to save, and speak 
His glorious Gospel, as “good news” 
r all. 
aly sow in hope. Be not discour- 
d, if, after all your efforts, you see no 
inmediate result. ‘One soweth and another 
eapeth,” and at the day of ingathering, 
*be that soweth and he that reapeth shall 
rejoice together.” 
Thou canst not toil in vain. 
Cold, heat, and wet and dry, 
Shall nurture and mature the grain 
For garners in the sky. 


Then when the glorious end, 
The day of God is come, 
The angel reapers shall descend 
And Heaven cry, ‘“‘ Harvest Home !” 


ee —__—— 


DISCOURAGED. 

One of the most fatal things in the Chris- | 
tin life is discouragement. A very wise | 
nan said that in overcoming temptation, | 
cheerfulness was the first thing, cheerfulness | 
the second, and cheerfulness the third. We 
must expect to conquer. When our hearts 
we faint then temptation has power. Satan 
ows this well, and he always begins his 
wsaults by discouraging us. I once heard 
wallegory that illustrated this to me won- 
terfully. Satan called together a council of 
vrvants to consult how they might make a 
god man sin. One evil spirit sprang up 
and said, 

“I will make him sin.” 

“How will you do it?” said Satan. 

“I will set before him all the pleasures of 
sin,” was the reply. “I will tell him of its 
delights and the rich rewards it brings.’ 

“Ab,” said Satan, “that will not do; he 
has tried it, and knows better than that.” 

Then another spirit started up and said, 

“I will make him sin.” 

“What will you do?” asked Satan. 

“I will tell him of the pains and sorrows 
ofvirtue. I will show him that virtue has 
no delights, and brings no rewards.” 

“Ab, no!” exclaimed Satan, “that will 
tot do at all; for he has tried it, and knows 
that wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasant- 
hess, and all her paths are peace.” 

“Well,” said another imp, starting up, “I 
Will undertake to make him sin.” 

“And what will you do?” asked Satan. 

“I will discourage his soul!” was the 
short reply. 

“Ab, that will do!” cried Satan. “Theat 
Willdo! We shall conquer him now!” and 
they did, 

_ An old writer says, “All discouragement 
ftom the devil.” I wish every Christian 
Would take this to heart, and never forget it. 
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We must fly from discouragement as we 
would from sin —H. W. S., in Words of 
Faith. 


eo  —___ 


PREACHING IN DEPENDENCE ON GoD.— 
One day, a friend with whom I was staying 
was very late in coming down to breakfast ; 
so, while I was waiting, I employed myself 
reading the life of Bishop Shirley of Sodor 
and Man. My eyes happened to fall ona 
passage, describing a difficulty into which 
he fell by losing his sermon on his way to 
church. When the prayers wereover, and 
the psalm was nearly sung, be put his hand 
into his pocket for his manuscript, and, to 
his dismay, it was gone. There was no 
time to continue his search; so he gave out 
a text, and preached, as he said, in de- 
pendence upon God, and never wrote a ser- 


‘mon afterwards.—From Death unto Life. 


By W. Haslam. 


For Friends’ Review. 


1881. 


A new decade begins to-day 
Of time, as counted since the birth 
Of Him whose universal sway 
Must sometime spread through all the earth. 
Full eighteen hundred eighty-one 
Of years commenced since that event 
So long foretold, when God’s own Son 
In mercy to our earth was sent. 
When angels sung at Bethlehem 
Ascribing praise to God on high, 
To all men Peace, Good Will to Men; 
For by His blood are all « made nigh.” 
For now the Lord of all was seen 
To dwell with men in human form; 
The vail that interpcsed between 
Was rent as clouds at close of storm. 
But has that Presence yet prevailed 
To bend the stubborn heart of man, 
While Truth is wickedly assailed 
And many scoff at God’s own plan? 
The wicked still do wickedly, 
The Pearl of greatest price despise ; 
The ways of Peace they will not see, 
So wise are they in their own eyes. 
But millions notwithstanding drink 
The living waters ever flowing, 
(Whatever multitudes may think), 
And eat that Bread forever growing 
As sown by Him, the Bread of Life, 
Upon the field of all the world, 
E’en on the thorny ways of strife 
As by the flag of Peace unfurled. 
O! may the sons of men take heed, 
And let the word take root and grow ; 
For He that sows the precious seed 
All needed power will bestow. 
But hearts made hard as traveled roads, 
By sins allowed to have their sway, 
Pressed . own by Satan’s heavy loads, 
Let all the seed unsprouted lay, 
Until the skeptic fowls devour 
What was intended to sustain 
The soul in its probation hour, 
And make the sowing allin vain. G. W. 


First mo. ist, 1881. 
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PHILADELPHIA, FIRST MO. 8, 1881. 

THE Committee of Indiana Yearly Meeting 
on evangelistic work have visited the Quar 
terly Meetings and inquired carefully into the 
condition of the subordinate meetings. All the 
Quarterly Meetings have co-operated with them. 
Meetings are being held in all parts of the Year- 
ly Meeting, and in some cases already souls have 
been converted and members added to the 
church. Ministers, with earnest concern for the 
Lord’s service, are no longer deterred from labor 
by the lack of proper aid. Meanwhile the Com- 
mittee endeavor to keep the whole movement on 
apostolic grounds, such as Friends have ad- 
vocated, and it looks as if, in a more effective 
way than for a very long time past, an opportu- 
nity was given to demonstrate the practical, 
working character of the Christianity we profess. 
We regard the appointment of this Committee 
and its earnest labor as among the most import- 
ant movements in the Society in modern times. 


——- ——-- --e@e- - 


THE Protestant pastors in Ottawa, Canada, is- 
sued a card, asking the ladies of that city not to 
offer wine or spirituous drink of any kind to their 
visitors on New Year’s day, and thus gave an- 
other testimony to the dangers of social wine- 
drinking, to the inability of men generally to 
avoid excess in drink whenever circumstances 
favor it, and also to the growing condemnation 
of all use of intoxicants, by the enlightened Chris- 
tian conscience of our age. 


IN his annual report Secretary Schurz refers with 
pardonable complacency to the almost complete 
pacification of the great Sioux nation of Indians, 
which numbered last year 22,528, omitting, it must 
be supposed, those who had gone into Canada, and 
many of whom have now returned. Two years 
since many of the bands were hostile or very rest- 
ive, andcertain persons “thought they could never 
be depended upon as peaceable Indians ‘unless 
they received another thorough whipping.’ Now, 
except a few lodges who are with Sitting Bull, all 
are peaceable, and he is expected soon to come 
to terms and submit to the government. 

Many of the Sioux children are in schools, 
and this with the success of the missionaries 
of the American Board and of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church, have been important 
factors in bringing about this goodend. But had 
military counsels, or that impatient disregard of 
Indian rights felt by too many white citizens, ruled 
the Department, cruel and decimating war would 
have been resorted to instead of wise, just and 
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humane measures for bringing these Indians 
under the sway of law and civilization. 

RECENTLY six young men of the Brulé Sioy, 
stole some horses and shot a white man in Ne. 
braska. Although these young warriors wer 
great favorites with the chiefs and headmen, 
they were arrested by the Indian police with. 
out resistance and turned over to the civil 
authorities for trial. Chief Spotted Tail sent q 
check for $332.80 to Secretary Schurz, collected 
from the Indians themselves, to be used for de. 
fending the young men at law, so that they might 
be cleared if not guilty, but if guilty be punished, 

THE Cynosure asks that the little United States 
Army may be made by law what it really is, “the 
national police force,” to which we heartily re. 
spond, Amen. 

Art least 315,000 immigrants have landed the 
past year at New York alone. The whole number 
entering the country has been much larger, Many 
of these are people of steady, industrious habits, 
and have good moral and religious character, 
But on the contrary, many are ignorant, sore 
from the hardships of European life, disposed to 
regard all government with aversion and opposi- 
tion. One company of 300 from Hamburg were 
expatriated as socialists, and among them are 
men of intelligence and power to influence others. 
To leaven all this mass of ignorance there must 
be school education; to convert the immoral 
there must be Christian teaching and a welcome 
into the churches of those ready and willing to 
come; to counteract the deadly influence of 
socialism, Sabbath-despising, beer-drinking and 
active infidelity, there must be steadfastness onthe 
part of Christians here in holding fast the great 
truths of the Bible, and firmness in the practice 
of the precepts of the New Testament. 


REPORT OF THE MANAGERS OF HAVERFORD 
COLLEGE FOR 1879-80.—This interesting report 
gives evidence of life and vigor in the manage 
ment of the College, and a right disposition tf 
magnify the calling of our institutions for the 
higher learning. It dwells on the value of well- 
trained powers of observation, and the import 
ance of the Museum of Natural History. Sug 
gestions are offered in regard to the best provision 
to be made for the liberal education of persons 
intended for business, and the establishmentof 
post-graduate courses. Among new features, 
we notice that regular instruction is given 
Hebrew, and that the opportunity will be o! 
for systematic physical culture, under the care 
a skilful director of the gymnasium, a graduate 
at Bowdoin both in Arts and Medicine. We 
give below some extracts from the annual report 
of the President: 

“When we look at the graduates we send 
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jh year by year—each, as we hope, to be the 
wntre of great and beneficent influence—and at 
young men of high aims and noble purpose 
0 frequent our halls, I think we may rightly | 
1a little complacency in the usefulness of our 
yk. Nor is the influence of Haverford likely 
decrease. The fruit of the handful of corn | 
here by the founders, in faith and prayer, | 
all shake like Lebanon. A solemn charge is 
fiven US, a sacred trust; may we and our suc- | 
ssors fulfil it, to the honor of our holy Head !” 
“The work done in the advanced elective | 
wurses in the higher classes, as shown both in 
ie recitation-rooms and in the laboratories and | 
dservatory, has been of such quality as to| 
wgify the expectations with which those courses | 
wre established. At the same time all our ex- | 
rience confirms us in the opinion that the | 
est merit of a college is in the breadth and | 
wlidity of the foundat.on which it lays of mental | 
discipline and culture, upon which special at- | 
uinments in any direction may securely rest. | 
In these days there are great temptations to| 
unduly widening the curriculum and opening the | 
door for showy but superficial attainments, in| 
lace of the thorough mastery of a few standard | 
and universally essential studies. We are also 
confirmed in the belief that we were wise in| 
making the differences between our courses for 
thedegrees in Arts and in Science as few as 
possible. The time may come when a still 
further identification of the two will be deemed 
desirable. We hope always to meet, as far as is 
practicable, the wishes of judicious parents and 
the demands of the times. If any third course 
of thorough and generous training can be de- | 
vised, better fitted for young men who intend to| 
pursue a business life, we trust that we shall not 
teslow to adopt it. It would not be difficult to 
make a selection from the studies at present | 
pursued here, for the benefit of such students, on 
the satisfactory completion of which they would 
be entitled to receive certificates of proficiency, 
or perhaps the degree of Bachelor of Letters. 
“Nor is it impossible that some post-graduate | 
courses could be established here with advantage, | 
especially in the criticism and interpretation of | 
the Old and New Testaments in their original | 
languages, together with biblical antiquities and 
geography, Christian evidences, the history of 
the church, the history of Friends, and Christian | 
doctrine. There is no other institution in the | 
country *in which these studies could be pur- 
wed under influences which we should entirely 
approve. In astronomy also, in chemistry and 


physics, and in some philosophical and literary | 


departments, we should need little addition to 
our teaching force to enable us to give instruc- 
tion to post-graduate classes. Our first essays 
i this direction, however, should be cautious 
and tentative, and wisely proportioned to our 
te «4 
“In proportion as we feel a deep and, let me 
Say, a religious interest in our calling, I believe 
at those who conduct all our institutions of 
tducation, from the infant-school to the college, 
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allin the field of education, and its vital im- 
portance both to our interests as a Society and 
to the general welfare of mankind. A goodly 
number of teachers of the highest order of ex- 
cellence, now laboring in this field, are graduates 
of Haverford,—a fact which should be peculiarly 
satisfactory to the generous friends who have 
sustained and cherished this institution. It is 
becoming every day more and more evident 
that the work of Education, in all its depart- 
ments, is a prominent part of the mission en- 
trusted to our Society.” 


DIED. 

BEESON.—Eleventh month 2oth, 1880, Florin M. 
Beeson, aged 13 years, son of John W. and Martha 
Beesen. This dear child had joined the Society of 
Friends about one year before his death, and was a 
regular attender of meeting and Bible-school. He was 
kind and affectionate to his playmates, and was dearly 
beloved by all of his associates; and would always 
submit to them rather than contend and thereby cause 
angry feelings, During his illness of about three 
weeks he suffered much, which he bore with Christian 
fortitude. He left the bright evidence behind that he 
has gone to glory. 


LAMAR.—Twelfth month 1st, 1880, Wm. Lamar, 
in the 25th year of his age, son of Samuel and Eunice 
Lamar, both deceased. This young man was trained 
up by a Christian mother, (his father died when he 
was quite small), His sickness lasted several months, 
during which the Bible was his constant companion. 
He spent much of his time in searching the Bible and 
comparing with it the doctrines of the Society of Friends, 
in which he was a full believer. He often expressed 
his faith and hope in his blessed Master, being fully 
resigned to His will. He often said, ««O, how I value 
the teaching, counsels and prayers of my precious 
mother. I never valued them so much as since she 
has been taken away.” 

These two Friends were members of Springfield 
Monthly Meeting, Wayne Co., Ind. 

(Christian Worker please copy.) 


STANLEY.—Twelfth mo. 4th, 1880, of consump- 
tion, Eliza Stanley, aged 75 years, a minister of Pipe 
Creek Monthly Meeting. She wasa very exemplary 
Christian in all the departments of life. She gave a 
clear testimony of her acceptance with the Lord Jesus. 
A few moments before she expired, she asked her 
daughter in-law if the ang<1s would not soon come to 
take her home. At the funeral, Benjamin F. Morris 
preached from the text our sister desired should be 
spoken trom at her funeral, “The blood of Christ 
cleanseth from all sin.” 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


THE Protestant Episcopal Church has gained 
the past year 20,846 communicants, and 177 


ministers, The whole number of the latter is 
3,435, and of communicants 345,841. 

Tae New York Bible Society continues its 
good work of distributing Bibles and Testaments 
to immigrants and to the floating population of 
the city. It also supplies immigrants and the 





vill feel more and more drawn together in sym- 

Y,;as co-workers in the same great cause. 
The late Conference did much to widen our con- 
‘eption of the magnitude of the work before us 


—— 


* Without our own Society. 


officers and crews of vessels trading to and from 
distant ports. There were 40,277 volumes sup- 
plied to 3,128 vessels. Friendly officers and sea- 
men also distribute largely of Scripture portions 
and the issues of the American Tract Society, in 
| distant countries. 
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Facts are mentioned in the report of the Soci- 
ety showing good fruits from its labors. 


THE American Board of Commissioners of 
Foreign Missions, which has done such great 
things for our Indian population, has a Normal 
Training School at the Santee Agency, Nebras- 
ka, for the Sioux. The object is to “raise up 
preachers, teachers, interpreters, business men, 
and model mothers for the Dakota Nation.”’ It 
had during the year ending Sixth mo. 30th, 1880, 
32 girls and 35 boys in the Home, and 22 pupils 
from the town. These were under the care of 
five teachers. 

The pupils are taught in the Dakota tongue, 
and are also instructed in English. Nine pupils 
have been sent to Eastern schools to be perfected 
in English, and to learn more of our civilization. 
The success of the school has been very marked. 

THE two native Protestant churches of Italy 
are the Waldensian and the Free Church. The 
Waldensians, shut up to the three secluded val- 
leys of Lucerna, Peroso and San Martino, have a 
long and bright record of faithful adhesion to 
their religious convictions. Although their claim 
never to have been identified with the Church of 
Rome is not found to bear the test of critical ex- 
amination, yet as far back as 1179 Peter Waldo 
became a leader among them against the corrup- 
tions of the clergy, and advocated the reading 
of the Bible to the people by laymen. At the 
time of the Reformation they became more dis- 
tinctly Protestant, and since the establishment 
of the kingdom of Italy have become active in 
the evangelizing of their fellow Italians. 

Their Synod, held at La Tour in Ninth month, 
received reports that there are now 40 churches; 
34 Stations, a gain of 24 in four years ; 100 places 
occasionally visited, a gain of 50 in the same pe- 
riod, The Presbyterians of Europe and America 
aid them, but the pastors receive but small sums. 

The Free Church of Italy was organized in 
1870, and has been represented twice in this 
country by Pastor Gavazzi, who is now here. It 
also receives aid from abroad. Its size and in- 
crease were reported in this column recently. 


GO -anereeee 


TEMPERANCE NOTES. | 


THE Temperance Hospital of London was 
opened in 1873, and its success has been noted 
in this column. The rules of the institution pro- 
vided that in the treatment either of medical or 
surgical cases, alcohol might be used in extra- 
ordinary instances at the discretion of the medi- 
cal officers. During the seven years ending 
Eleventh mo. roth, 1880, the number of patients 
treated was 9,239, and in only one of these did 
the medical officers think it advisable to use al- 
cohol. In that case the result was not thought 
to be beneficial. The increase of applicants for 
admission to this hospital has been so great that 
it has recently been found necessary to erect new 
buildings to accommodate them. A solution of 
glycerine in water is found to answer the purpose 


of diluted alcohol in tinctures, and to cost one- 
fifth as much, 


GOVERNOR St. Joun, of Kansas, in his recent 
addresses in New York, has dared to predict that 
within twenty-five years the majority of the 
Northern States will enact prohibitory liquor 


laws. The Legislature of Vermont has very te. 
cently passed a bill “‘ declaring any place where 
liquor is sold or given away, or where gambli 
is allowed, a nuisance, to be shut by law, andthe 
keeper to be fined and imprisoned.” 


THE Tennessee law which forbids the licens. 
ing of a drinking-saloon within four miles of any 
chartered academy, is likely greatly to curtail the 
liquor traffic in that improving Southern State, 
An interesting feature in connection with this 
chartering of new academies is, that it is largely 
taking place in localities where ‘‘ moonshining" 
has been very common. The law is quickly op. 
erative in its effects, inasmuch as, according toa 
decision of the Supreme Court of the State, all 
licenses for the sale of liquors within the forbid. 
den four miles become void at once. The pen. 
alty for violating the law is a fine of one hun 
dollars and three months’ durance in the work. 
house or jail. Whisky sympathizers have re. 
cently shown their opposition to the law by bur. 
ing four school-houses. 


As appears by the late report of the Secretary 
of the Interior, the experiment of an Indian 
police force promises to result satisfactorily, An 
instance of its value is given by the Deadwood 
(Dakota) Zimes, which states that a body of 
twenty Indian police belonging to the neighbor. 
ing Reservation demolished a liquor-shop, where 
illegal whisky-selling had been carried on greatly 
to the detriment of the Indians, and the good 
order of the settlement. The proprietor was 
summarily turned off the Reservation, having 
seen his miserable stock poured out, as well as 
his shop torn down. The chief inspector of In- 
dian agencies gave his personal attention to the 
matter. 

A WALL oF Fire.—F, A. Klein, in a jour 
ney to Moab, some time ago, was afford- 
ed what seemed to him a_ vivid illustra 
tion of the words, “ Jerusalem shall be inhab- 
ited as towns without walls for the multitude of 
men and cattle therein; for I, saith the Lord, 
will be unto hera wall of fire round about.” 
(Zech. ii. 4, 5.) When passing through the pro- 
found valley, Ghaur-es-Safeyeh, at the southem 
end of the Dead Sea, it became necessary to 
camp for the night in the midst of dangers from 
hostile Arab bands. His guides, ‘‘the Jelahin, 
he relates, “‘ kept up watch-fires round our camp 
all night, shouting at intervals to protect us from 
robbery. It was ‘a wall of fire round about.’ "— 
Independent. 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


FIRST QUARTER. 

LESSON 4. First month 23rd, 1881, 
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. Luke if, $0. 

GoLpEN TExtT.—“Glory to God in the highest, and 02 
earth peace, good will toward men.’”’—Luke il. 14. 

Luke, in his history, explains the reason why 
Joseph and Mary were at Bethlehem when Christ 
was born, instead of being at Nazareth, their 
place of residence. The account of the taxing 
or enrollment decreed by Augustus was given 10 
show that Joseph and Mary, as belonging to the 
royal house and family of David, went up to 
Bethlehem, the city of David, to be re 
or enrolled. The enrollments of all the people 
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‘the Roman Empire in the reign of Augustus 
sar were made either to find out the number 
inhabitants, so that the number fit for military 
uty might be known, or that the amount of tax 
hat could be collected might be estimated. The 
sollnfent or census was taken every ten years, 
; nearly as the difficulties of communication 
ould permit; but, considering the size of the 
mpire, the work could not be finished till long 
erthe decree was made. The question as to 
hether Cyrenius (Quirinius) was governor at 
ye time of the birth of Christ has been very 
weh discussed. Many attempts have been 
made to render a different construction of the 
yeaning of the words of Luke to suit our pres- 
mt knowledge of the history of Palestine, but 
ny attempt to explain away the difficulties con- 
ected with the second verse cannot be satisfac- 
wy,and there seems much probability that a 
xiter knowledge of the history of the time will 
how that Quirinius was twice governor. The 
wme difficulty existed for many years in regard 
p Sergius Paulus being deputy on the island of 
yprus (Acts xiii. 7), as the word deputy was 
msidered incorrect, but the whole matter is 
pow cleared up by an examination of the coins 
of the island and a better acquaintance with its 
history. 

Somany being ata village like Bethlehem, 
ould cause the khans or caravansaries to be 
ry much crowded, This explains why Joseph 
nd Mary took up their quarters in the portion 
the Ahan where the beasts of burden were 
ept, and could find no better place than a man- 
per in which to lay her little babe. Coming from 
he obscure village of Nazareth, she would not 
be recognized asa person of any importance, 
nd the birth of Christ might have passed unno- 
iced by the crowds but for the coming of the 
hepherds, 


THE LESSON, 


Verse 8. And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field. Many persons 
have thought that this expression would explain 
le ime of year when our Lord was born, and 
hat Christmas day could not be the time, for 
lat was the rainy season in Palestine; but this 
does not conclusively prove anything, for others 
uppose that at this time of year shepherds were 
th their flocks. 

Keeping watch over their flocks by night. 
here IS every reason to suppose that these were 
poor men, for the occupation of shepherds was 
hot considered respectable by the Jews at this 
lime. They were the very class who would. re- 


» at the words spoken by an angel of the 


9. And, lo, the (rather an) angel of the Lord 


ame upon them, or stood by them. Unexpected 
and suddenly an angel appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them. 

is glorious light proved that the whole was a 

lly, and nota vision. The shepherds were 
tiled with fear, 
10. The gentle, reassuring message of the 
nae to Mary, was. also spoken to the shepherds : 
“a not. For behold I bring you good tidings, 
the Gospel, for the word Gospel means glad 
. ngs, of great joy. No expression oman be 
ore replete with comfort and cheer. Which 


be to all (the) people. This they would) i> 
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understand as referring to Jewish people, but it 
really was all-embracing in its meaning. 

11. This is the central thought of this lesson ; 
in this verse the reason for such great joy is 
given. The words, city of David, would have 
peculiar significance to shepherds. 

For unto you is born this day. To them, as 
inhabitants of that country, was announced the 
honor that the Saviour was born there. The verb 
in the past tense gave the idea that this Saviour 
was already born. The child has the three titles 
—he is the Saviour, the Anointed One, and the 
Lord, or the anointed Lord. The fulfilment of 
their highest hopes of a Messiah was conveyed 
in this glorious message. 

12. And this shall be a sign unto you, rather 
the sign to you. This shall be the mark by which 
you shall know Him, and that my words are 
true. You will find a babe swathed lying in a 
manger. Many attempts have been made to 
show that our Lord was not born in what we 
would understand by a stall, but the expression 
of the angel shows very clearly that the babe 
was in an unusual place, or that would not have 
been a sign. The lowliness of the place where 
our Lord was born was a part of His humiliation. 
The same word is used by Luke xiii, 15, and is 
there translated séa//, as being the place where 
oxen and asses were kept. 

13. This is the only place where ‘‘a multitude 
of the heavenly host” are mentioned as being 
heard by mortal man, singing praises to God. 
They appeared suddenly with the angel, and re- 
peated that anthem of praise, 


‘Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good will toward men.” 


The first line may signify that in the highest 
heaven they are glorifying God for the gift of 
His Son; or that the highest praise from all is to 
be given to God; or that the praise and glory is 
to God who is the highest. But we may consider 
that the true rendering would be, the highest 
praise from the highest heaven. 

On earth peace. This host announces peace ; 
in distinction, the church triumphant would give 
glory,—the church militant would enjoy peace. 
God’s good willis toward men. The last line 
has been the subject of much discussion. Most 
scholars of the present day decide that the 
passage should read, “ And on earth peace 
among men in whom He is well pleased.” Peace 
spiritual, “ from reconciliation with God, walking 
in His ways, and enjoying His favor.”" Men in 
whom God is well pleased, and who enjoy peace 
with Him, are not likely to war with their fellow- 
men. 

15. The heavenly host withdrew, and the shep- 
herds, believing the angel’s words, left their 
flocks and went to Bethlehem (the house of bread) 
to see the infant Messiah. 

16. They went in haste, and found it even as 
the angels had said. The babe was seen lying 
in a manger. 

17. They spread abroad the news, proclaimed 
the glad tidings, concerning the child, which had 
been told to them by the angel. 

18, Those who heard the glad tidings from the 
shepherds wondered ; perhaps made it the sub- 
ject of empty talk for a while. Did they believe 
it 
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19. Mary said nothing, but weighed all these 
sayings in her heart. The word translated Jon- 
dered gives the idea of having conflicting emo- 
tions. 

20. The shepherds returned to their flocks, 
praising the Lord for the glorious news which 
they had heard, and which had been verified to 
them by the sight of the babe in the manger. 


TRUTHS TAUGHT AND SUGGESTED. 


1st. That the grand truths of God’s mercy are 
revealed to the lowly-minded, and often to those 
whose occupations give opportunity for commun- 
ing with God. 

2nd. In God’s due time Christ was born, and 
there were to be chosen witnesses. The shep- 
herds were among these, and to them the angel 
brought the good tidings. ‘ 

3rd. The ushering in of the Gospel was with a 
bnght shining in the night,—a fit symbol of the 
light of the Gospel shining in the dark places of 
the earth. 

4th. The glad tidings includes a Messiah born, 
or the Word made flesh; who is a Saviour from 
the punishment and power of sin; who is the 
prema of God, and is The Lord: “ He is Lord 
of all.” 

sth. This good news was not for the shepherds 
only, but all the people. 

6th. That the Messiah was born in a stable, 
was not only proof of the truth of the angel’s 
words, but also of God’s wonderful condescension 
to the low estate of man. 

7th. A multitude of angels rejoiced over the 
birth of Christ ; has it given us any true joy? Do 
we praise God above all for the coming of Christ ? 

8th. This army of angels proclaimed peace on 
earth in connection with Christ’s coming, Has 
it brought peace to our hearts? Has His king- 
dom been set up there so that we live peaceably 
with all so far as lies in us? 

gth. The shepherds could not rest till they had 
seen the babe; so when the glad tidings are 
brought to us we should not allow our earthly 
cares to prevent us from seeking to know the 
truth for ourselves. They found Him who was 
Christ the Lord, a babe in a manger,! 

1oth. The Lord’s work must have precedence. 
Those who would know the truth must seek it 
earnestly, and not lag by the way. 

11, The shepherds did not return to their sheep 
till they had told others what they had heard and 
seen. So the child of God is a “ witness’’ to the 
truth, and should let others know of the good 
news of salvation, 

12th. Mary addec the testimony of the shep- 
herds to. all the wonderful things said before 
about her child, and thought deeply upon them. 
So we should receive all new divine truth, pon- 
der it, and store it in the heart. 

The whole lesson teaches that “Not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called ,"" but ‘ God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise ; and God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things that are 
mighty.” 1 Cor. i. 26-27. 


———_—____-@o— 


LOWELL says, “ People are apt to confound 
mere alertness of mind with attention. The one 
is but the flying abroad of all the faculties to the 
open doors and windows of every passing rumor. 
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The other is the concentration of every one, 
them in a single focus, as the alchemist over }j 
alembic at the moment of expected Projection! 
Attention is the stuff that memory is mage gf 
and memory is accumulated genius,” 


For Friends’ Review. 
SOUTHLAND COLLEGE. 


Southland Monthly Meeting was held o 
the 17th inst. The day was but a conting 
tion of two weeks’ rainy, cloudy weather, j 
sleeted and began snowing, while a north 
wind blew piercingly. Mercury fell to 119 
only above zero—an unprecedented thing 
here so early in the season. The meeti 
was small. One of our faithful member, 
M. B., rode fifteen miles, and swam hig 
mule in crossing streams and bayous toge 
here. We had the precious company of oul 
dear English friends,S. B. Satterthwaite and 
Mary White, who had been here since the 
11th, most acceptably engaged in holding re. 
ligious meetingsevery evening. They hare 
embraced every opportunity for giving in 
struction in the family. In our dining 
room we had some memorable seasons of de- 
votion, and happy lessons of usefulness were 
given os after the morning Bible reading 
On one occasion, at the close of the dinner 
hour, the interest turned upon temperanes, 
and our dear friends spoke some striking 
words. Teachers and students sang then 
some as striking hymns on the same sub 
ject. The child and stammering youth, 
who could not find words to say of their 
own, could, in the words of others, respond 
to the same sentiments. Our friends a 
tended the morning religious openings of 
our school, and there had service, so that 
believers have been set all aglow with te 
newed kindlings of the Lord’s fire on the 
heart’s altar. Four dear girls were bappily 
converted, who had only been here 4 few 
weeks. QOur meeting house at Hickory 
Ridge that was blown down last 2nd mo, 
still lies in ruins, and as there was not aly 
suitable place for them to hold meetings 
they did not visit that place. This 8 
to us a very sad thing—we cannot possibly 
raise the money here to repair that house, 
the people are out of doors for a place W 
worship and hold Bible school, temperauet 
meetings, etc.,and we are now applied to 
for the sale of the old lumber and remails, 
but cannot get the consent of our own mindy 
todo any such thing—though it is damag 
ing very much, and soon will be worthless 
Our only hope bas been, that in some Way, 
money could be secured to rebuild the broke 
down walls, and I hope some of the readets 
of Friends’ Review may become inspired # 
they read this, notwithstanding the maj 
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er appeals made on the same pages, with | fifteen of the neighbors are present with 
yillingness to contribute to this, so that| them. 
»may proceed at once to get it enclosed 
fore mid-winter. It is supposed that| Tue school at Glen Elder, Kansas, was 
“™m)) would be sufficient, at any rate it| opened about Twelfth mo. Ist, and bas made 
ould make it fit for use and safe from|a good start, although the number of scholars 
ismage. The long continued rains andcold|is as yet small. The Committee need $60 
sve damaged crops, delayed the cotton|more to pay for lumber and stove, and 
icking, destroyed the sweet potato crop,|much desire means early in the coming 
id injured the fall crop of white potatoes. | spring to buy or erect a boarding-home for 
Yeats in many cases and supply bills can-|scholars. By this means they could accom- 
be paid by the colored people; much | modate eighty pupils. Hardly could there 
w3to have anything left over for winter|be any project which should appeal more 
imupplies, clothing, etc. The “exodus” has/strongly to liberal givers than this oppor- 
Wyrceptibly lessened the number of hands, | tunity to plant a good school in a region 
nd the “ bulldozers” begin to feel and see| needing it so urgently. Friends on the spot 
his, consequently such men as my hus-| have made a noble effort for education them- 
nd, and Amasa Chace, and other white | selves, and are grateful for help received. 
hisgmad colored Republicans were allowed to 
roto the polls peaceably and deposit with-| John M. Watson and wife, of Ohio, in 
mt challenge their votes,—a privilege | connection with the Friends of the Quapaw 
yt allowed them before for three years. | Agency, have held a series of meetings dur- 
Nor school opened as usual in Tenth mo. | ing the first week of the year 1881. The 
ther smaller than we like, but with more| meetings were held on the Ottawa Reserve. 
boarders than ever before so early. It is 
mogressing satisfactorily. Quite as many OSAGE AGENOY. 
plications for admittance on my “charity TWELFTH month 224, 1880. 
ud” as usual, so I bave taken in many; During the last month we have been very 
more than I have the money in hand to pay |closely occupied in holding and attending 
for, but I trust*it will be forthcoming. They | meetings. Having had payment of an- 
are all girls—helpless orphan girls. Such/nuities, with both tribes, gave us good 
as these are the best dependence for genuine | chance to work. 
success, we take them in and nobody has| Daniel McPherson came about the time 
ay claim or control over them. We can|of my last report, and held sixteen meet- 
drill and train without hindrance. Several | ings at this place, which were well attended 
that went out last summer and taught their | by the ‘“‘ workers” and “ half-breeds,” and 
frst school, have returned bringing their|the largest children. A number of the 
savings, and have entered school on their} Christians renewed their covenants, and the 
owomoney. But itis sadto see how few |‘ half-breeds” seemed very much interested, 
competent teachers are employed in the free-; but none of them came out publicly on the 
schools of the State, and unless aid is given| Lord’s side. Some eight or ten of the 
outside;these slave States, very few compe-!largest pupils gave public testimony that 
teat ones will be found for years to come. | they loved the Saviour and wanted to live 
They are too poor and cannot spare the | Christian lives. 
time. Very truly, D. McPherson then went to the Kaw 
ALipA CLARK. | Agency (my wife and I going with him), 
Helena, Ark., Eleventh mo. 19th, 1880. and held nine meetings to good satisfaction, 
but did not accomplish all that we boped to 
have done. A number of them seem to 
CORRESPON DENCE. want to live right, but we have not yet 
a formed an organization there. 
_ Tue Committee of Indiana Yearly Meet-| D. McPherson, not feeling quite clear, 
ing to have care of subordinate meetings, | came back here, and held two more meetings, 
bas been visiting the Quarterly Meetings as| which were well attended. We think his 
they have occurred in course. They have |labor here was very much blessed, and will 
been everywhere cordially received, and are| ultimately bring forth more fruit than has 
becoming well informed as to the state of yet appeared. We continue to keep up two 
all the meetings. religious services at each Agency, on the 
first day of the week, and a meeting for 
Dunnine’s CreEK Meertina, Bedford Co.,| worship in the middle of the week, in the 
Penna., shares the increased life and interest | evening. 
of almost all the meetings of Baltimore| Scripture schools are increasing in size 
early Meeting, and often fourteen or|and interest. Susan Longstreth wrote 
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that on behalf of the committee she had 
been instructed tosend us some supplies for 
Bible-schools. She sent samples, and I 
have ordered such as we thought would 
suit. We feel thankful that Friends are so 
deeply interested in the work. It seems we 
make very slow progress when we view the 
much that needs to be accomplished among 
these people. JONATHAN OZBUN. 


SENECA, MIssouRI, Twelfth mo. 26th, 1880. 

I HAVE just been summoned to this place 
to attend the funeral of an aged Friend, 
Calvin Davis, formerly of Wisconsin, and a 
member of State Line Meeting, who was 
staying here with his son. He died sud- 
denly at the railroad station. I consider it 
a providential opening fora solemn message 
to the people here, who have no stated reli- 
gious service, and live too thoughtlessly. 
The meeting at the school-house was largely 
attended, and the importance of having our 
houses set in order was set forth from the 
words, ‘‘ Let me die the death of the right- 
eous and let my last end be like his.”’ All 
was in accordance with the oft-expressed 
wish of the deceased for the people of this 
place. 

His unlooked-for death drew the people 


———— 


aie ne 


together, and a solemn awe overspread the | 


assembly as the great fact was presented 


that “ It is appointed unto men once to die, 


and after that the judgment.” God grant 
that His word may be as a fire to burn up 
the dross from hearts and bring forth the 
pure gold. Asa C. TUTTLE. 


GIFTS TO EDUCATIONAL AND RELI- 
GIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 

The following are the gifts which have 
thus far been made by Valeria G. Stone from 
the estate left by her husband. Quite a 
large sum, it is understood, is yet remaining 
to be distributed, which will be done in ac- 
cordance with the advice of the gentlemen 
whom she has selected as her c .unselors in 
the disbursement of this large trust: To 
Bowdoin College, to finish Memorial Hall, 
$20,000; to Bowdoin College, to endow a 
professorship of intellectual and moral phi- 
losophy, $50,000 ; to the Hallowell Classical 
School, $1,000; to the Fryeburg Academy, 
Me., $10,000; to Dartmouth College, to en- 
dow the Stone professorship of intellectual 
and moral philosophy, $35,000; Andover 
Theological Seminary, to endow the profes- 
sorship of the relations of Christianity to 
secular science, $5,000; on condition that a 
subscription of $100,000 for the Phillips 
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theology, on condition of the college taj 
ing $25,000, $50,000; Wellesley College « 
construct and furnish Stone Hall, $109 000 
Woman’s Board of Missions for Harr re 
College, Turkey, $25,000 ; Young Men's 
Christian Association, of Boston, toward 
new building, $25,000; Hamilton College 
New York, to endow the professorship of 
natural history, $30,000 ; Chicago Theol 
cal Seminary, for the professorship of 
tical theology and special studies, $50,009 
American Missionary Association, for insti 
tutions at Nashville, Atlanta, Tallade 
Tougaloo and New Orleans, $150,000; Ober. 
lin College, Ohio, for endowments, $50,000: 
Drury College, Springfield, Mo., $50,000: 
Iowa College, $22,500; Charleston (yo 
lege, Northfield, Min., $10,000. She bag 
also given $600,000 to relatives and friends, 
and $100,000 to churches and needy sta. 
dents, and for the redemption of mortgaged 
homes. 


——-~— me -- 


Petroleum as Fuel—The English-builj 
steamer Cesarawich is the swiftest mail steam 
on the Caapian, being only surpassed in gpeei 
by the Nasr Eddin Shah war steamer, 1 
convey it from the Baltic to the Caspian, he 
present chief engineer cut her. in two ami 
ships, her great length not allowing her t 
pass undivided through the fifty-four locks of 
the Neva canal. Iron bulkheads were mate 
for the open ends thus exposed. Her bile 
are heated by petroleum refuse instead 
coal, a system which effects an enormot 
saving of expense and labor, the heating 9 
paratus being as thoroughly under contr 
as a gas jet, and requiring but one mant 
manipulate it. It consists of two tubes, about 
an inch in diameter, terminating at the sam 
point in a small oblong box. Through« 
of these tubes the black residual naphth 
drops slowly, being blown into spray by a} 
of steam from the boiler, conveyed throug 
the second tube. This spray, when ignite 
forms a great sheet of flame, which is project 
into the hollow of the boiler. It has the! 
mense advantage vf requiring no stopping, 
no ashes are produced; and by turning dow 
the flame to the required degree, the stetil 
can always be kept up to tne pressure 
quired for immediate starting without 
tedious and more or less wasteful Seo 
“banking” the fires. It is intended to app! 
the same system of heating to the locomott 
on the Sifless Baku Railway, when 
pleted, and it will, doubtless, play au impor 
ant part in the steam communications @ 
tined at no distant period to traverse th 
steppes to Khiva and Samarand. 


An Anomaly—York Museum, Englast 


Academy be completed, $100,000; Amberst | has a stuffed specimen of a perfectl whi 
College, to endow the Stone professorship of | blackbird.— Natural History Jour 
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Ancient Butter. Fresh butter has been un- 
earthed from an Egyptian tomb, dating 400 or 
600 years B.C. So far as analytical evidence 
goes, Professor Church would not have been 
able to tell that it was even 100 years old, for 
thissample had not undergone any notable 
decomposition during twenty-five centuries. 
This is accounted for by the fact that the 
butter had been securely sealed from the 
efects of the atmosphere after it had been 

red in a melted condition into the alabaster | 

vase, the opening of which was witnessed by| 

two or three gentlemen not long ago. Butter) 

has also been found in an Irish peat bog, sup- 

_ to be a thousand years old. This has’ 
c 





hanged into something of the nature of 
both cheese and tallow, by the action of the 
vegetable matter surrounding it.—Natural 
History Journal. 


THE KING’S MISSIVE, 1661 


Under the great hill sloping bare 

To cove and meadow and Common lot, 
In his council chamber and oaken chair, 

Sat the worshipful Governor Endicott. 
A grave, strong man, who knew no peer 

In the pilgrim land, where he ruled in fear 
Of God, not man, and for good or ill 
Held his trust with an iron will. 


He had shorn with his sword the cross from out 
The flag, and cloven the May-pole down, 
Harried the heathen round about, 
And whipred the Quakers from town to town. 
Earnest and honest, a man at need \ 
To burn like a torch for his own harsh creed, | 
He kept with the flaming brand of his zeal 
The gate of the holy commonweal. 


His brow was clouded, his eye was stern, 
With a look of mingled sorrow and wrath ; 
“ Woe’s me !’’ he murmured, “at every turn 
The pestilent Quakers are in my path! 
Some we have scourged, and banished some, 
Some hanged, more doomed, and still they come, 
Fast as the tide of yon bay sets in, 
Sowing their heresy’s seed of sin. 


“Did we count on this? Did we leave behind 
The graves of our kin, the comfort and ease 

Of our English hearths and homes, to find 
Troublers of Israel such as these ? 

Shall I spare ? Shall I pity them ? God forbid ! 
I will do as the prophet to Agag did; 

They come to poison the wells of the word, 

I will hew them to pieces before the Lord !” 


The door swung open, and Rawdon, the clerk, 
Entered, and whispered under breath, 

“There awaits below, for the hangman’s work, 
A fellow banished on pain of death,— 

Shattuck, of Salem, unhealed of the whip, 

Brought over in Master Goldsmith’s ship, 

At anchor here in a Christian port, 

With freight of the devil and all his sort !” 


Twice and thrice on his chamber floor 

Striding fiercely from wall to wall, 
“The Lord do so to me and more,” 

The Governor cried, «if I hang not all! 
Bring hither the Quaker.” Calm, sedate, 
With the look of a man at ease with fate, 
Into that presence grim and dread 
Came Samuel Shattuck, with hat on head. 


«« Off with the knave’s hat!”” An angry hand 
Smote down the offence ; but the wearer said, 

With a quiet smile, « By the King’s command. 
I bear his message and stand in his stead.” 

In the Governor’s hand a missive he laid, 

With the royal arms on its seal displayed; 

And the proud man spake, as he gazed thereat, 

Uncovering, “ Give Mr. Shattuck his hat.” 


He turned to the Quaker, bowing low, 

“The King commandeth your friends’ release. 
Doubt not he shall be obeyed, although 

To his subjects’ sorrow and sin’s increase. 
What he here enjoineth, John Endicott, 
His loyal servant, questioneth not. 
You are free! God grant the spirit you own 
May take you from us to parts unknown.” 


So the door of the jail was open cast, 

And like Daniel out of the Jion’s den, 
Tender youth and girlhood passed, 

With age-bowed women and gray-locked men. 
And the voice of one appointed to die 
Was lifted in praise and thanks on high, 
And the little maid from New Netherlands 
Kissed, in her joy, the doomed man’s hands. 


And one, whose call was to minister 
To the souls in prison, beside him went, 
An ancient woman, bearing with her 
The linen shroud for his burial meant. 
For she, not counting her own life dear, 
In the strength of a love that cast out fear, 
Had watched and served where her brethren died, 
Like those who waited the Cross beside. 


One moment they paused on their way to look 
On the martyr graves by the Common side, 
And much-scourged Wharton of Salem took 
His burden of prophecy up, and cried— 
* Rest, souls of the valiant! Not in vain 
Have ye borne the Master’s cross of pain ; 
Ye have fought the fight, ye are victors crowned, 
With a four-fold chain ye have Satan bound !” 


The autumn haze lay soft and still 
On wood and meadow and upland farms ; 
On the brow of Snow Hill the great windmill 
Slowly and lazily swung its arms: 
Broad in the sunshine stretched away, 
With its capes and islands, the turquoise bay, 
And over water and dusk of pines 
Blue hills lifted their faint outlines. 


The topaz leaves of the walnut glowed, 

The sumach added its crimson fleck, 
And double in air and water showéd 

The tinted maples along the Neck ; 
Through frost-flower clusters of pale star-mist,. 
And gentian fringes of amethyst, 
And royal plumes of the golden-rod, 
The grazing cattle on Centry trod. 


But as they who see not, the Quakers saw 

The world about them ; they only thought, 
With deep thanksgiving and pious awe, 

Of the great deliverance God had wrought. 
Through lane and alley the gazing town 
Noisily followed them up and down ; 

Some with scoffing and brutal jeer, 
Some with pity and words of cheer. 


One brave voice rose above the din; 
Upsall, grey with his length of days, 
Cried from the door of his Red Lion inn,— 
« Men of Boston, give God the praise ! 
No more shall innocent blood call down 
The bolts of wrath on your guilty town, 
The freedom of worship, dear to you, 
Is dear to all, and to allis due. 
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«I see the vision of days to come, 
When your beautiful City of the Bay 
Shall be Christian liberty’s chosen home, 
And none shall his neighbor’s rights gainsay. 
The varying notes of worship shall blend, 
And as one great prayer to God ascend, 
And hands of mutual charity raise 
Walls of salvation and gates of praise.” 


So passed the Quakers through Boston town, 
Whose painful ministers sighed to see 

The walls of their sheep-fold falling down, 
And wolves of heresy prowling free. 

But the years went on, and brought no wrong ; 

With milder counsels the State grew strong, 

And outward letter and inward light 

Kept the balance of truth aright. 


The Puritan spirit, perishing not, 
To Concord’s yeomen the signal sent, 
And spake in the voice of the cannon-shot 
That severed the chains of a continent. 
With its gentler mission ot peace and good will, 
The thought of the Quaker is living still, 
And the freedom of soul he prophesied 
Is gospel and law where its martyrs died. 
— Selected. J. G. WHITTIER. 


———-- ee ———___ 


SUMMARY OFNEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe 
are to the 4th inst. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.—The Yorkshire 
miners’ association, on behalf of 20,000 miners, have 
resolved to give notice to the masters with a view to 
obtaining an advance of Io per cent. in wages. 

Official returns show that the “foot and mouth 
disease”’ is seriously spreading among the cattle in all 
the large counties of England ; 6,754 cases are re- 
ported in Norfolk, and 2,376 in London, 

All prisoners for debt in Scotland were released at 
midnight on the Ist inst.,in pursuance of an act passed 
at the last session of Parliament. 

A deputation of the corporation of Dublin, at a 
recent interview with Chief Secretary Forster, urged 
that the Government introduce a measure in Parliament 
to assimilate the franchises of Ireland to those of Eng- 
land. W. E. Forster said that the Government intend 
ed that the borough franchise be made alike in the two 
countries, but it would be well not to meddle with the 
county franchises at present, as they anticipated a 
change in the county franchise of England and Scot- 
land, and perhaps that of Ireland might be dealt with 
at the same time. The Government thought the mu- 
nicipal franchise ought to be like that of England, but 
they could not promise to take up the matter immedi- 
ately, as other Lrish business was very pressing. 

The trials of the indicted Land Leaguers are pro- 
ceeding at Dublin. Contrary to general expectation, 
very little public interest is manifested, and no excite- 
ment appears in the city. ‘The opening speech of the 
Attorney General occupied the sittings of four days, 
concluding on the 31st ult. 

A large meeting of land-owners and tenant farmers, 
held at Enniskillen on the 31st, adopted resolutions 
denouncing the Land League and calling upon the 
Government to preserve order. 

A monster land meeting which was intended to be 
held at Clare on the 29th, was prohibited by the au- 
thorities, and a thousand persons who had assembled 
were quietly dispersed by the police. Another meet- 
ing, which had been called at Drogheda for the 2nd 
inst. and forbidden, was held on the Ist, 10,000 per- 
sons being present. After two speeches had been 
made, two magistrates summoned the chairman to 
stop the meeting, and the Riot Act was read, when the 
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same day at Ballycastle and Killalla. A collision 
between soldiers and the crowd is reported at Tum, 
stones being freely thrown. 

The gross public revenue of the United Ki 
for 1880 was £83,290,390. The receipts from cy. 
toms decreased £482,000, and from excise duties 
£507,000. Tha receipts from stamps increased £o46,. 
000, the post-office revenues £251,000, and the re. 
ceipts from telegraphs £195,000. 

FRANCE.—It has been announced from Paris thy 
the first detachment of engineers and workmen wer 
to start on the 5th inst. to prepare for the commence. 
ment of the Panama Canal. 

SPAIN.—The King’s speech at the opening of the 
Cortes on the 3oth ult. urged that body to consider the 
expediency of putting the naval and military resources 
of the country, principally the Asiatic and American 
stations, on a footing more adequate to the necessities 
of modern armaments. He said that it did not appear 
impossible that Spain should once more occupy the 
position in the world which she occupied until this 
century. He also said: ‘Actuated by no ambition 
abroad, and fettered by no fears at home, Spanish 
diplomacy is trying to extend commercial relation 
with America and Europe, and will neglect no effort 
to obtain from foreign nations equal advantages with 
those which Spain grants them by treaties of com- 
merce.” 

Russita.—German colonists on the Volga, usually 
the most thriving agriculturists in Russia, are repre. 
sented as being now in a half starving condition. In 
one settlement of 7,000 persons, there are only about 
six families which are not obliged to ask alms. 

TuRKEY.—The Porte has dispatched a note to the 
Powers, setting forth arguments against arbitration, and 
proposing that a meeting of delegates of the Powers, 
including Turkey and Greece, be held at Constantino- 
ple to fix the Greek boundary. 

The Porte is said to have resolved to mass 100,000 
men on the Greek frontier, and to concentrate forces 
at other points. The Governors of provinces have 
been instructed to forward half the gross receipts of 
revenue to the capital, to defray the cost of these mili 
tary preparations. 

The drought is becoming very serious in some pirls 
of the country. On the 2nd inst. it was asserted that 
the reservoirs of Pera, the suburb of Constantinople 
chiefly occupied by foreigners, contained only a few 
days’ supply of water, and those of Stamboul, the 
Turkish city, not more than enough for a fortnight. 

GREECE.—The warlike feeling appears to be strong 
both in the Chamber of Deputies and in the country. 


| Nevertheless, it is stated that the Powers have no 


abandoned negotiations for a compromise between 
Turkey and Greece. 

SouTtH AFRicA.—The Boers of the Transvaal were 
reported last week as holding the towns of Pretoria 
and Utrecht, but they afterward abandoned the latter. 
An unsuccessful attack was made on the oth ult, on 
a fort at Potchefstrom occupied by British troops, 
which has since been closely besieged. The Trium- 
virate of the Transvaal have issued a proclamation 
defending their action and offering pardon to all oppo 
nents. They agree to retain the present officers, 0 
admit a British Consul, and to indemnify Great Britait 
for her expenditure on behalf of the Transvaal. Cal. 
Lanyon, the British Administrator for the T 
is still at Pretoria, and has been summoned to surtet: 
der. Communication between Cape Colony and the 
Transvaal, except through the Orange Free State, § 
completely interrupted. 

DoMEsTIC.—The approximate statement of the tot 
population of the United States, made by the Censis 
Office last week, is 50,152,559; and it is believedthi 
the complete returns when finally verified will no 


people quietly dispersed. Meetings were held on the’ differ materially from this estimate. 





